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DECLARATHOM (JF! Ex 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1748, I declare under penalty of perjury that the subsequent is true and
correct:

1. My name g &t ® it am g i_f_‘_ﬁ_f’_ﬁ'jf’_"ﬁ_'_i'_'fj_‘f’j’__, Black resident of the Ashurst Bar/Smith
community in Tallassee, Alabama. 1 was born in 1952 and theveafter raised in this
community. I was employed by the U.S.D.A. Forest Service from 1975 — 2000 and retired
from civil Service in 2010, Cuorrently, 1 work as an Instractor of Forestry at the Tuskegee
University Department of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. | also am a pastor.
The Ashuarst Bar/Smith is an unmincorporated community that is predominantly Afiican
American and is located at the southernmost tip of Tallapoosa County, Alabama and
adjacent to the northern Macon County border.
3. 1 live gt Ex 8Personal Privacy (PP) | ahayt half a mile from the Stone’s Throw Landfill. 1 built the
house that T Hve in in 2004 on the same land where T was raised. | have lived on ths land
- all of my life except for the periods between 1973 and 1979 (6 years), and 1981 and 2000
{19 vears) when | lived away for education and ¢ivil service employment. Even when |
lived away during these periods, the property on] exereson rivaey o) remained in my family and
T considered it my home.

0

i Ex.6 Personal Privacy (PP) | anidd joined them in i .h_ezz MOere ﬁ"fm 2(3 ~yoar ﬁg}}t o deiend 1113 iamii} S
property and quality of life and that of other community rembers from continaing to be
encroached on, devalued, and diminished by the Landfill. Indeed, my parents were among
the earliest opponents to the Landfill in our commumity.

Our community has been actively fighting the intrusion of the Landfill since at least the
mid-1980s.

6. Today, I Hve with my wife, wh and youngest daugl
old, My mother, who now ig esreson ey en i and uncle, who now ig®
property that is directly next door 1o mine at 4 Ex, 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

7. All ofthis land that my family lives on in the Ashurst Bar/Smith area has been inour family
for gencrations. My great-grandfather first came to Tallassee from South Carolina in 1813
and thereafter acquired—incredible then as it is now-—about 600 acres of land through
federal land grants for farmers. This land has passed down in our family ever since, and
my siblings and 1 currently own about 145 acres {(documentation attached).

8. The close connection that my family and ancestors had to this land has been negatively
impacted by the operation and expansion of the Landfll

9. 1 remember that the Landfill fivst opened around 1980 when 1 was a young adult. It started

out as a small brush dump and eventually was purchased and expanded upon by a wasle

management company sometime in the mid-to-late 1990s. 1recall that it closed in the late
1990s to the early 2000s because it was not properly designed. 1 can only imagine what
we, as Ashurst Bar/Smith comrmunity members, were exposed to in terms of health hazards
during the initial operation of the Laadfill. On or around 2000, the Landfill came under
new management and proposed to reopen without the community’s knowledge or a proper
assessment of the social, environmental, or economic impacts to the affected majonity-

Black commumity. Since then, state officials have permitted the Landfill to expand and

receive more and more garbage in our backyards, such that now we bear the burden of
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living surrounded by garbage-—-asbestos o septic sewage-—from every one of the 67
counties mn Alabama and three counties in Georgia.

10. Smells from the Landfill are putrid. Because of the location of my house in relation to the
Landfill (ic., a valley separates nyy property from the Landfill}, foul odors always reach
my house whenever the Landfiils piles go above the tree line. These odors emanate from
the Landfill daily because the Landfill does not have a practice of covering up ifs piles of
trash, Only when the Landfill caught wind 1n 2015 that the community way pursuing legal
action did it scem fo sporadically cover up the piles of trash.

11 In addition, there is an epormous methane flare on the gouthern side of the Landfill that
fames pretty much all the time.

12, Because of the foul odors, T ofien refram from sitting with my family members in the
rocking chairs on the front porch of my house or hosting outdoor barbeques with my fanuly,

13. We used fo report odor complaints 1o the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management {ADEM), but gave up once we realized that filing complaints with ADEM
was useless because nothing would happen. Again, only in 2015, when the Landfill caught
wind that we were involved in legal action, did the Landfill begin 1o cover up its piles of
trash, which occasionally mitigates the foul smells. T addition ADEM has permitted the
Stones Throw operation to use g tarp to cover the garbage mstead of the nommal 67 of
wmpac&,d sail over two feet of compacted garbage. 1 have photographs that show that the
tarp is full of holes, covered with vultures and fo small to cover all of the garbage.

14. In my opinion, most of the time the Landfill deliberately fails to cover up its trash so that
the bad smells lessen the quality of life in the surrounding community, running Black
residents out of the community, like it successtuily did with the Cunninghams, s0 that the
Landfill can just buy up more property and expand.

15, Another byproduct of the uncovered trash 15 that vultures hover over the LandBl and perch
on owr roofs and feral dogs ream throughout the aren, Indeed, the Landfill has brought a
tremendous increase in valfures, as well as crows and feral dogs. This increase in vermin,
some of which might be carrying diseases, has been going on for years. [have seen valtures
roost on top of people’s houses by the hundreds.

16, Our commnunity is deeply concorned that the Landfill may be contaminating our
environment and impacting our health. But no government officials have tested the air,
surface water, groundwaler, or suil for contamination, or at the least they have not notified
me or any other community members with which I am aware of any Ondings.

17. Prior to the Landfill operating in our community, we lived off of private wells and had no
water quality issues or problems. Private well water was fine water. However, when the
Landfill was first acquired, everyone was swilched over the public county/vity water,
which they have to pay for. Trecall that on or around August 2000, tests were done of our
water and an investigation found that water from one of the underground springs that
people were drinking contained arsenic, toluene, and lead. Currently, the private wells are
still open, but no one from the county health department has conducted inspections on the
wells

18.1 have spckm with a landowner near the ,andﬁii who is about twho has a
herd of cattle that will not drink out of the stream, so the landowner uses city water to
water/nourish them. This landowner’s practice seems reasonable, particularly given that
in 2003 or 2004, the manager of the Landfill {then named the Sunflower Landfill} advised
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me not to eat the food growing in the area or use the water {o water plants due fo
confanunation.

1 ‘3 ex. 6 porsonal Privacy () | whiere T live, 15 2 short spur off of Highway 49, one of the main roads used
to transport garbage to the Landfill. The roads leading to the Landfill ave very curvy, poorly
maintaned, and not swtable for the constant flow of semi-trucks going (o and from the
Landfill. There are three substandard (for high volume tractor trailer traffic) bridges from
-85 along State Road 49 around the Landfill that are not wide enough for these garbage
wrucks and other vehicles to pass safely at the same time. In addition, traffic often starts as
carly as 4 a.m. in the moming, even though the Landfill i3 supposed to be open only at 6
a.n, and noise {rom the tratfic can last until 7 or 8 p.m. When the trucks are loading the
waste tnto the Landfill, [ can constantly hear the beeping of the trucks backing up and other
noises from the LandGill's operation from my home. Al this noise 15 distracting and a
nuisance since our community is rural and we relish the peace and guiet. Only when the
Landfill caught wind in 2015 that we were pursuing legal action, did it cut back on the
hours when the trucks started and ended their work at the Landfill, If the lawsnit goes
away, 1 belicve that the trucks will probably start operating as early and as late a5 they have
in the past.

20. The trucks are driven in a manner that puts the health of owr community at risk, The trucks
frequently drive constderably faster than the posted 25 moph. speed Bmit, and sometimes
run other vehicles off the road. Trucks have num me off the voad too. At one point, T know
a truck turned over in front of a house on | Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) # and caught on fire. Only
when the Landfill caught wind in 2015 that we Wwere pursuing Jegal action did it scem that
truck traffic on the local roads slowed down, at least for a brief period of time .

21. The Ashurst/Bar Smith community was created through pioneering Black landowners like
my ancestors, who created some tight-knit community rich in caltyre and heritage. T am
deeply concerned that the ever-expanding Landfill will do away with the hundreds of vears
of history here.

22, Given my concerns for my family and that of other Ashurst/Bar Smith community
members because of the operation of the Landtill, T am a leader in the Ashurst Bar/Smth
Community Organization (ABSCOY. ABSCO’s mission initially was o prevent the re-
opening of the Landfill. For example, in the late 1990s and early 2000s, ABSCO was led
by a steering committee of more than ten people, including my parents, Gale Gaunt, Phyllis
Gosa, and others vepresenied abowt more than 100 adulis and at least half as many children
who lived near the Landfill (then operating as the Tallassee Solid Wasie Disposal Center).
Since then, ABSCQO's mission has been to challenge any expansions of the Landfill and
protect against the harm caused by the Landiil in the community.

23,1 am angry and saddened by the reality that our remarkable Black majority community
bears the effects of the Landfil], when 1t already is overburdened by lack of opportunity. |
think it is not by accident that the Landfill 15 allowed 1o operate in proximity lo 2 maority
Black community. [ am lcarning that other Landfills and businesses that threaten
environmental and health hazards are permitted to operate in other Black majority areas in
Alabama Hke Dothan, Uniontown, Birmingham, ctc. These dumps are in our Black
communities because our state leaders believe that we cannot defend ourselves.

24, 1 am disappointed that state officials, from ADEM and Tallapoosa County officials to the
state legislators who represent us, have taken no responsibility for siting this Landfill in
our community and utterly failing to consider the etfects of the Landfill on our hives. In
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fact, one of ADEM s former directors, Trey Glenn siated publically that we (implving
black and aged people) were not intelligent enough to be in the same room with ADEM
officials, and that ADEM did not want to hear anything about Environmental Justice, and
did not want (o hear anything abowt Title VL

25, It is for all of these reasons that F and ABSCU continue to do everything in our power {o
provide mformation i support of the 2003 complaint under Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act with the Office of Civil Rights of the Environmental Protection Agency against ADEM
related to its permitting of the Landfill in our community, which my fellow ABSCO leader,
Phyllis Gosa, filed. For example, | have taken measurements and pictures of the swamps
and beaver ponds covered in silt from the Landfill and sent those photos to the EFA OCR
and ADEM. EPA OCR responded that #t would look into it, though T was not notified of
the results. ADEM iried to correct the wetland violations subsequently only because we
complained.

26. What we are experiencing is a violation of our civil rights, What we are asking for is
protection. What | will continue fo do is add my voice to chorus of complaints in opposition
fo the landfl] in owr community.

Executed on 4o day of August 2016,

' Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
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Property Record Card Print Closg
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